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Hello my name is Jack Wray

L (Presideniof Toano Historicabocietyand Igrew up in Toano in the 1950s and 60s.
My family has been in this area since the 1790s.

Thank you CPT members for allowing me to participate in the 2045 Listening Forum. |
am here today to promote my hometown dbano Virginia.
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Brief History of Toano

* In its early days — until 1881 - the Village of Toano was known as Burnt
Ordinary

* Renamed “Toano” (native American name for “high ground”) as C&O
Railroad expanded along the peninsula and established Depot in center
of town

* From 1880s until 1920s, Toano enjoyed rapid economic growth and
became the commercial center and a transportation hub for upper
James City County. It was the largest shipping point between Richmond
and Newport News

* By the 1950’s, the increased use of automobiles and trucks to transport
goods resulted in a decision to widen Richmond Road through the town

* Richmond Road was widened in 1966, demolishing many of Toano’s
historic buildings. Toano lost much of its visual and historic character
and became another small town in decline

First bullet point: The vill age of Toano was formerly Kknown
Tavern was burned to the ground during the American Revolution. Lafayette marched
through here in 1781 on his way to Yorktown. We do have a little colonial history.

Second bullet point: But the most interesting part of our history was when the C& O
railroad laid tracks through the center of town and the village was renamed Toano which is a
Paiute Indian word meaning high ground.

Third Bulletpoint: The r ai | |l ine brought runtpthedl92Qsr o wt h . Fr
Toano became an economic powerhouse. Withddgent oftruck farmingToanobecame the

largest shipping point between Richmond and Newport Newsa#t once bigger than pre

RockefelleMWmBurg
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modern grocery and clothingtores.Traffic increased through town as more locstisrtedgoing to
Williamsburg for their basic needs.

Fifth Bullet point:A decision was made to wideRichmondRoadin 1966 from two to four lanes
through Toano. Many of our historic buildings were demolisi8atily, wdost much of our historic
character and became another small town in decline.



Toano Main Street circa 1910
Looking East Towards Williamsburg on Route 60

WR Branch Store — 1902 | Bank Building - 1903 I

Now Masonic Lodge R
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Toano Main Street (Rt. 60) 2018
Looking East Towards Williamsburg on Route 60

WR Branch Store — 1902 | Bank Building - 1903 |
Now Masonic Lodge

Lo " | Martin and Farinholt Store - 1906 l/

This is the same view over 100 years later. Amazihghe buildings are still standing.
The Masonic lodge, the old bank building and tHartin & Farinholtstore. My
grandfather ran this store for 50 years and lived just across the street.



My Inspiration To Revitalize Toano

From Toano to Germany and Back by Tom Martin
Written in 1997 and Published in 2014
——"
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FROM TOANO TO
GERMANY AND BACK

This was his house on the cover of this book. My Uncle Tom Martin, my mother and

three other siblings were born ithe house Later in life Tom wrote his memoirs about
growing upin Toano.



Drawn by Thomas G. Martin

Toano in the 1930’s %
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The book included a map he drew from memory of our Main Street,eagsited in the
1930s. This was our once walkable village that both he and | knew like the back of our
hands.



Widening of Rt. 60 in 1966 N

Buildings Lost Due To Highway Expansion
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Now Masonic Lodge I Bank Building - 1903 ]
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When | was 15 years old in 1966 | personally witnessed the demolition of 14 historic
buildings when Route 60 was expanded from two lanes to four ldroes tell you there
was a lot of gloom in town when this happened.



Rt. 60 Widening in 1966

1966 — Rt. 60 looking East as the demolition
was taking place. Our Toano walking village
was wiped away

Men gather by Barksdale's Drug storein 1966 as
demo equipmentarrived to widen Rt. 60

Same view as above 53 years later. These
blighted buildings that croppedup were
removed in late 2019to prepare for Toano
Station

The photo on the left shows the day these nreetA Y ¢ 2 y2 ySEG G2
Drugstore, watching the demo equipment arrive. | was there.

The top right photo is asiew of Rt60 looking east as the demolition wasearly
completed. Ourwalking village on this side of the roads completely wiped away.

The bottom right photo is ttle same viqw 53 years Iat'élnesevundesirablbuildings
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Taylor’s Garage
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the bulldozers pushing it up in a pile. We all watched it barra week.



Toano High School

Closed in 1955, Torn Down in 1966 for new Fire Department

Toano High School was built in 1908 over 500 students graduated there before it was
torn downto make way fothe newfire station. This was perhaps our saddest loss.



Two of Toano’s Finest Buildings
Lost to Road Widening

Wayside Inn

Also lost were two beautiful landmark hotels t#een Shingland Wayside Inns. They
were the book ends that marked the Village Centar.this day Toano has never
recovered from this road project.



Toano Revitalization Activities - 2003 to Present

2003 - Jack and Jeff Wray purchase W.C. Martin ancestral home
2006 - JCC Design Guidelines and Streetscape Plan adopted

2012 to 2019— Wray brothers acquired 6 additional historic Toano
properties

2015-Toano Station Concept Created by Jack Wray and John Hopke
Restoration of Martin House 2016--2019

2018—Toano Historical Society Formed

2018/2019-Toano Commercial Historic District was defined (9 buildings)
and designated as a state and national Landmark by the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources & National Park Service

2019- Wrays hired Rivers and Associates (Allison Platt) to create a Toano
Master Plan

2019—Wrays hired Economic Leadership LLC (Greg Payne) to complete
Toano Market Assessment

2020~ JCC Board of Supervisors approved resolution in support of Toano
becoming a Virginia Main Street Affiliate Member
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briefly talk about thesethroughout the rest of this presentation.



My brother Jeff and purchasedur grandparents home in 2003. The house was built in
1920 and is a Toano landmark.
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